Chairman Powell and the FCC:

I call on you to hold an official public hearing in my
state.

Before the disastrous 2003 decision to weaken

media ownership rules (which a federal court has

now overturned), you held only one official public
hearing. Further, FCC officials met behind closed
doors 71 times with major broadcasters — but only

five times with public interest groups. And to justify
your actions, you used deceptive, industry-

sponsored research data.

The will of Big Media had been heeded at the

expense of American citizens and democracy itself.
This has to end. Before you rewrite the ownership
rules, I demand an official public FCC hearing in my
state, impartial and verifiable research, and
transparent debates.

It is time to put the needs of democracy — a
diverse, skeptical, independent and competitive
media system — ahead of profit-hungry media
giants.

I'd like add some great thoughts from great men.

"I have always strenuously supported the right of
every man to his own opinion, however different that
opinion might be to mine. He who denies another

this right makes a slave of himself to his present
opinion, because he precludes himself the right of
changing it." —Thomas Paine, 1783

"Free speech exercised both individually and through
a free press, is a necessity in any country where
people are themselves free." —Theodore Roosevelt,
1918

"The truth is found when men are free to pursue it."
— Franklin D. Roosevelt, 1936

"If liberty means anything at all, it means the right
to tell people what they do not want to hear." —
George Orwell, 1945

"Any time we deny any citizen the full exercise of his
constitutional rights, we are weakening our own claim
to them." — Dwight David Eisenhower, 1963

"What is objectionable, what is dangerous about
extremists is not that they are extreme, but that
they are intolerant." —Robert F. Kennedy, 1964



"Go fuck yourself." —Dick Cheney, 2004
Sincerely,

Howard Reda



